
HOW TO CHOOSE A NAME FOR YOUR BUSINESS
OR NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
When choosing a name for your new business, you want to make sure that it follows Yukon laws and the name contributes to your success.  For a list of the relevant legislation, please see page 3 of this document.
According to our laws, your name must have the following elements:  Distinctive, Descriptive, and Legal.
Distinctive

What makes your name unique?  Find a word or combination of words that sets your business apart from others – this is the distinctive part.

A name won’t work if it only describes the type of business you have.  For example, there is nothing unique about Big Game Outfitting Ltd. – it only describes the type of business.  However, Big Bucks Big Game Outfitters Ltd. is unique and this is how your customers recognize your business.
Descriptive
How will people know what type of service or goods you are providing?  This is what the descriptive part is for – it should describe the main goods or services you are providing.  

For Big Bucks Big Game Outfitters Ltd., the type of business is very obvious to the customer.  It is a big game outfitters business.
Please note: Words like Designs, Enterprises, Ventures, Consulting and Services are NOT descriptive and should only be used together with words that are descriptive. 
Legal

The legal element shows the status of the organization as a corporate body.  Trade names and partnerships do not have a legal element.  Legal elements include Ltd., Limited, Corp., Corporation, Inc., Incorporated.  
In our example, Big Bucks Big Game Outfitters Ltd. is a limited corporation.

Please note: Unlimited may not be used in a business name.
Research your name to avoid conflict and confusion:

Corporate Affairs


Telephone book


City Directories

Trade Mark Publications

Public Library



Internet Search

Chamber of Commerce

Municipal Bylaw Office

Tourism Brochures

Once you have chosen a name, check with the staff at Corporate Affairs to ensure there no conflicts with existing names and that it complies with Acts, Regulations and Policies.  A proposed corporate name is compared to names already used elsewhere in Canada (Government of Canada (NUANS) Computerized Search - $40 fee).

Once approved, the name may be registered immediately or reserved for one 90-day period during which time the registration process occur.
NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS

To distinguish the name of a society or non-profit organization from a corporation incorporated or registered under the Business Corporations Act or a partnership/trade name registered under the Partnership and Business Names Act, it should have one of the following terms included somewhere in its name:

Society, Guild, Association, Club, Volunteers, Organization, Task Force, Church, Mission, Alliance, Council, Coalition, League, Group, Board, Centre, Federation, Ensemble or Bureau
The name of a society must be such that it will not be confused with existing names of societies, corporations, partnerships or trade names.

The name must not mislead or confuse the public as to the nature of the society, its activities, nor its relationship to other societies.

When choosing a name for a society, all of the other naming guidelines should be followed.

Names That Cannot Be Used
PROHIBITED WORDS OR EXPRESSIONS

The following words and expressions shall not be used in a name:

See Business Corporations Act sections 12, 13, 14 and BCA Regs section 8

1) “Amalgamated” unless a corporation is the result of the amalgamation of two or more corporations.

2) “College”, “Institute” or “University” unless written consent is received from the Department of Education.

3) “Engineer” or “ Engineering” or any variation thereof, except with the consent of the Association of Professional Engineers of Yukon. S. 8.71(1)c of BCA

4) “Royal” where used as a prefix except with the consent of the Crown through the Secretary of State.

5) Numerals indicating the year of incorporation unless the corporation is the successor to a corporation with a similar name.

6) Initials, unless followed by a surname or other distinctive element.

7) “Olympic” or any variation thereof, that indicates that it is affiliated with the Olympic Games or its organizing committee unless it has the written consent of the Canadian Olympic Association.
Note:   The name of any province or territory other than Yukon in any part of a business name will be rejected, unless it is accompanied by a letter of approval from that jurisdiction.
NAME NOT TO SUGGEST CONNECTION WITH A FIRST NATION

A business name must not suggest a connection with a First Nation without the consent of that First Nation

First Nations Accounting - Rejected unless written consent received from CYFN

Liard Band Woodworks - Rejected unless written consent received from Liard First Nation 

NAME NOT TO SUGGEST CONNECTION WITH GOVERNMENT

A business name should not suggest or imply a connection with any government or government department.

Yukon Sport and Recreation - Rejected

Sport and Recreation Stores of Yukon - OK

Taxation Services of Canada - Rejected

Border Taxation Services – OK
NAME NOT TO SUGGEST CONNECTION WITH CROWN

A business name must not suggest a connection with the Crown, the Royal Family or Royal Patronage.

Princess Di’s Variety Store – Rejected
For further details contact:

Corporate Affairs

Department of Community Services C-6

Box 2703

Whitehorse, Yukon

Y1A 2C6

General Inquiries:  667-5314

Toll Free 1-800-661-0408
Please note:  This document has been prepared by CORPORATE AFFAIRS, Department of Community Services to be used as a guideline and does not replace or override the relevant legislation.  

Relevant Legislation:

Business Corporations Act & Regulations (Sections 12, 13, 14 and Section 8 of the Regs)

Partnership & Business Names Act (Section 87)

Societies Act (Section 10)

Cooperative Associations Act (Section 7)

For copies of the Acts involved, please contact the Queens Printer or access on-line at:  http://www.gov.yk.ca/legislation/pages/page_a.html
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